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Dan Krause - President

Hello Badgers!

Well, here we 
are, it’s already 
Mid-December 
and the year that 
was 2020 is soon 
to be given a big 
fat PERIOD on it! 

It has been a very interesting, challenging 
and just downright crazy year and I think 
we are all looking forward to better days 
ahead.

My thoughts are leaning towards get-
ting out on the “hard water” for some ice 
fishing and tinkering on the various bike 
projects I have lined up (yes dear, the Ser-
vi‐car!). Another thing I’m looking for-
ward to this winter (along with riding ice 
bikes out by Wade Mueller & Cathy Drex-
ler’s farm) is this grass roots get-togeth-
er called “Bike Night or Shop Night”. The 
idea first popped up on the Badger FB 
page back in September by JR Switals-
ki and has “gotten legs” by Jim Feyerei-
sen who has already sponsored several 
of these gatherings on Thursday nights. 
This will be another way for our chapter 
members to connect, talk old bikes and of 
course share the Good-Fellowship that is 
the hallmark of this chapter. The Badger 
Facebook page is the perfect place to set 
these up as you see fit, let’s keep it going!

By now you should have all received your 
winter edition of the Antique Motorcycle. 
The Badger National Road Run highlights 
are included in this issue and I would like 
to thank Cathy Drexler for her awesome 
photography that captured our event! As 

always Cathy, your eye captures the es-
sence of the subjects at hand, bravo!

As announced at our chapter meeting in 
October, Josh Richardson has decided to 
step down as our chapter secretary at the 
end of this year. Josh will still be an active 
participant in all things Badgers and will 
stay on as one of the committee co-lead-
ers for the Badger Field Games at the Wild 
Ones Weekend in July. Many thanks Josh 
for your 6 years of service to the chap-
ter! Joann Enk has volunteered to be our 
chapter secretary for 2021. Jon, Chris and 
I have agreed to appoint her to this posi-
tion. Thanks Joann for stepping up!

Our annual Winter Dinner (Saturday, Jan-
uary 23rd, Waukesha Elks Club) is still a 
GO, details are included in this newslet-
ter. We will be sending out an RSVP email 
January 1st so be on the lookout for that. 
The cost will remain the same at $30 per 
person. We will also be accepting chapter 
dues starting January 1st thru the end of 
the month and sending a separate email 
highlighting membership renewal.

Regarding 2021 AMCA National Meets & 
Road Runs: As of our most recent AMCA 
board meeting on December 8th, all 2021 
events are still on schedule. I’ll let you 
know should anything change.

Shannon & I wish all of you, your families 
and friends a Merry Christmas and a Hap-
py New Year!

Have a fantastic holiday season!

Dan

Presidents Message
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Photos and Story by Cathy Drexler
Badger Heritage Pokey Run, Hubertus, WI - 9/26/20

Thank you James Feyereisen & all who helped put an-
other real, non-virtual event on the calendar on a most 
beautiful day!  Between this and the recent Badger Der-
by things almost felt normal and it was a great respite 
from the tiresome 2020 stuff.

The Pokey Ride started and ended at American Legion 
Post #522 in Hubertus.  After missing last year’s Pokey 
Ride I was especially happy to be there. The change in 
route plans to avoid the hills at Holy Hill was a good 
decision, not sure Wade’s 100-year-old H.D. and side-
car would have made it.  And instead of waiting along 

the route with the camera I rode my own 1960’s Suzuki 
Hillbilly (which opted to stop running almost every time 
it came to a full stop, giving me plenty of practice at 
kick-starting it).

The variety of bikes was wonderful and enjoying the 
company of other Badgers reminded me of how much 
we’ve missed in this oddest of years.  As always there 
was laughter and good food at the meeting.  Wade even 
won the trophy for oldest combination bike + rider.  Sor-
ry Chris Tribbey, you’re too young!            Cathy Drexler
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Photos by Cathy Drexler
Badger Heritage Pokey Run, Hubertus, WI - 9/26/20
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Photos by Cathy Drexler
Badger Heritage Pokey Run, Hubertus, WI - 9/26/20
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Photos and Story by Steve Peters
Badger Heritage Pokey Run, Hubertus, WI - 9/26/20
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Photos by Steve Peters
Badger Heritage Pokey Run, Hubertus, WI - 9/26/20
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Photos by Steve Peters
Badger Heritage Pokey Run, Hubertus, WI - 9/26/20
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From the Desk of the Newsletter Editor
Short History of the Sidecar by Steve Peters

Hey Badgers!

The origins of the sidecar 
are in much dispute, but 
with the patenting of the 
“roller chain” in 1880, and 
the popularization of the 
“safety” bicycle (two equal-
sized wheels with a chain 
driving the rear one), cre-
ative types developed very 
light sidecars so an ener-
getic young bicyclist could 
carry his damsel in an ap-
proved fashion.

When the bicycle got motorized, thought was immediately given to 
carrying a passenger. In that late-Victorian Age a respectable wom-
an would never be seen 
riding pillion, not to men-
tion that early pillion seats 
were horribly uncomfort-
able. The first reference 
to a motorcycle sidecar 
that  was found was an 
1893 contest put on by a 
French newspaper that of-
fered a prize for the best 
way to carry a passenger 
comfortably and elegant-
ly. Three very different 
solutions were presented, the forecar, the trailer-car and the sidecar.

The forecar was a tricy-
cle contraption, with two 
wheels and the passen-
ger seat(s) in front, the 
operator sitting behind 
The main problem here is 
that the passenger takes 
the brunt of any collision.

The trailer-car concept 
was quite rudimentary, 
with an elevated tongue 
going above the rear 
wheel and attaching 

to the frame of the motorcycle, generally under the seat. This two-
wheeled chair could provide quite sumptuous accommodations, but 
it meant the passenger was on the receiving end of all the exhaust 
smoke and noise. Not popular with the gracious ladies.

The third, and lasting, 
variation was the side-
car. The earliest photo of 
a sidecar is from 1903, 
bolted on to a Thor motor-
cycle; that year the Ameri-
can company listed one in 
its catalog. The car is very 
presentable, all done in 
wicker…useful for its light 
weight. Five years later 
many motorcycle compa-
nies were offering side-
cars from the factory, and 
not only chairs, but also 
cargo boxes or sidevans for delivery vehicles. Motorcycle outfits 

were inexpensive compared to automobiles, and 
with the poor condition of American roads had the 
advantage of being easy to push when stuck.

Sidecar frames were quite basic, generally made 
of tubular steel, with a passenger car or utility box bolted on. In 1913 
sidecar designers were using two, three and four points for attaching 
the car to the motorcycle frame—the two-pointer has vanished, prob-
ably due to too many sidecars detaching themselves at speed. The 
most basic rigs had no suspension, but leaf springs began to take 
over. In 1913 Earl Johnson, of Harlan, Iowa, patented a sidecar chas-
sis with a wheel that tilted with the motorcycle, anticipating the famed 
Flxi-Flyer and Equa-Lean designs. The car/box itself developed any 
number of renditions—single seaters, two seaters, fire-fighting appa-
ratus, chimney-sweeping equipment, etc.

Harley-Davidson was eager to get in on the sidecar bonanza, and its 
first cataloged hack was in 1914, although it was actually built by 
the Rogers company. In 1915 Harley produced its own car. In 1916 
the U.S. Army ordered up 
some Harley’s with side-
cars to help track down 
Pancho Villa in the des-
erts along the Mexican 
border, and Bill Harley 
developed machine-gun 
mounts for the sidecars. 
During World War I a lot 
of sidecar outfits were 
deployed on the West-
ern Front, but these were 
mostly used for dispatch 
service and ferrying officers about, rather than charging enemy lines 
with machine gun blazing.

Following The War To End All Wars, the presence of sidecars was 
much less common, as automobiles became quite inexpensive. There 
was still a thriving trade, and companies like England’s Watsonian 
(selling sidecars since 1912), Germany’s Steib (started in 1914) and 
Jim Goulding’s operations in both Australia and the United States 
were quite active, but limited. The Depression may have helped the 
industry slightly, as a sidecar outfit was often the cheapest way to 
get around.

Following World War II the American consumer crowd wanted big 
cars, not sidecars. In Europe, due to light taxation for two and 
three-wheelers and an inadequate supply of automobiles, another 
flurry of sidecar interest erupted. However, by the late 1950s—thanks 
to cheap cars like Britain’s Ford Popular and Germany’s VW—the 
econo-boxes were again winning out against the sidecar rigs.

The industry withdrew, realizing that as a practical unit, the sidecar 
rig was doomed. The only factories producing them as utilitarian ve-
hicles were Eastern Bloc, like Czecho slovakia’s Velorex, in conjunc-
tion with Jawa motorcycles, the Ural and Dneper factories in the So-
viet Union, and the Chinese. And Harley, of course, although mostly 
for parade use.

As of 2013, Harley-Davidson no longer builds sidecars or even offers 
them for sale as the demand for trikes has outpaced sidecar sales. 
So, other than after market companies, the sidecar built or sold by 
the motorcycle manufacturers in the United States has disappeared.

Excerpted from Rider magazine.

Take care and stay safe,

Steve Peters
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Photos and Story by Steve Peters
Badger Heritage Fall Meeting, Hubertus, WI - 9/26/20

Our Fall Meeting was at the American Legion Post in Hu-
bertus and was preceded by the Pokey Run. This years 
Pokey Run and meeting was earlier in the year as we en-
joyed some very nice weather with warm temperatures. 

Before the meeting we had our Pokey Run that was at-
tended by many members and quite the variety of two 
and three wheeled vehicles traveling at about 35mph for  
about 35 miles.

After we got back fro the run we enjoyed a delicious 
lunch buffet and then headed straight into the meeting.

Many topics were discussed including he success of our 
National Road Run as well as other upcoming events.

During the meeting it was announced by Josh Richard-
son that he would be resigning as our secretary after 
fulfilling that role for the past 5 years. At the time no one 
stepped up to fill the position, but as of this newsletter, 
it has been announced that JoAnn Enk will take over the 
Secretary duties - thanks JoAnn!

Certainly a great day of Good Fellowship!

Steve Peters
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Photos by Steve Peters
Badger Heritage Fall Meeting, Hubertus, WI - 9/26/20
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Visit our website - badgerheritage.com
Follow us on Facebook

Badger Heritage Chapter - AMCA
Visit our You Tube channel

Badger Heritage Chapter - AMCA

Aermacchi
Harley-Davidson
Motorcycle Parts

sprintmotoparts@gmail.com
peters-design.com

Steve Peters


Open Monday - 10am to 6pm / Friday - 2pm to 10pm - 25¢ Pool

2900 South 13th Street, Milwaukee, WI 53215

Find us on Facebook - Nick’s Anvil Inn

Badgers
Chris & Nancy Tribbey

Welcome You To
Their Friendly Place!Anvil InnAnvil Inn

NICK’SNICK’S
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Badger Heritage Chapter Officers

Badger Heritage Chapter 
Secretary

2015 - 2020

Thanks Josh!

September 25, 2016
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Perfect for Shirts, Jackets, Hats, etc.
Contact Steve Peters

I usually have them with me

4-1/2” Wide - Embroidered in 4 Colors
Only $5.00 each

Badger Heritage
9” Logo Clock

They can be ordered at any time
Contact Steve Peters

Only $10.00 each / Plus Shipping

Badger Heritage
Logo Patch

Badger Heritage
Logo Stickers

Perfect for Bikes, Cars, Tool Boxes, etc.
Contact Steve Peters

I usually have them with me
Various Sizes - Printed in 4 Colors

Priced by Size



Representing Hagerty  
and many other  

fine insurance companies! 

Contact Dan Riedel 
262.789.2500 

www.wolleranger.com 
driedel@wolleranger.com 

Elm Grove, WI 

Not only do we insure  
classics… we ride ‘em! 

“Ask me about 
Guaranteed Value 

(agreed value) 
coverage  

for your bike!” 

President - Dan Krause - badgerheritage@gmail.com   (262) 825-7909
Vice-President - Jon Davidson Oeflein - jdo2924@yahoo.com   (262) 388-0022
Secretary - Josh Richardson - joshuairichardson@gmail.com   (414) 429-2817   

Treasurer - Christopher Bilda - unclespilly@aol.com 
Newsletter Editor/Merchandise Manager - Steve Peters - spetersdesign@gmail.com  

Badger Heritage
Logo Gear

Starting in January, 2020 there will no longer be two 
opportunities in the year to order Badger Heritage 

Logo Gear - Shirts and Jackets

The Summer order will be discontinued and orders 
will only be taken in January at the Winter Dinner and 

by e-mail order forms sent to Badger members.

All shirts are only available by order as no inventory 
will be purchased. Please consider this when you are 

interested in obtaining shirts.

Merchandise Manager - Steve Peters 
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