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Hello Badgers!

We’re just back from Daytona Florida where Shannon & I and a handful 
of your fellow Badgers were hosted by the Sunshine, Gulf Coast, Rock-
et Coast & Everglades Chapters for the “Ride in the Sunshine” National 
Road Run. We had a great time with a bunch of
great people in sunny and relatively warm Central Florida! I’ll write up 
a summary and provide some pics in the next Spokesman newsletter.

It wasn’t all “fun and games”, for me anyway, as I also attended the 
semi-annual AMCA Board of Directors meeting last Thursday. We had a 
very productive day and covered a lot of pertinent issues that face our 

organization annually. Overall, the AMCA membership continues to grow and we are again 
very stable financially. I encourage you to read the summary of the BOD meetings that are 
published in the AMCA magazine and please feel free to ask questions of me or any board 
member for that matter! We are here to serve the membership and make this organization 
something we are all proud to be a part of. I will
provide a short summary of topics covered at our next chapter meeting in May (see flyer in 
this issue).

We wrapped up the week at the annual Sunshine Chapter National Meet and did a bit of parts 
shopping and admiring a bunch of kool old bikes parading around the grounds. The Friday 
Night Fish Boil (Florida’s version of a Friday Fish Fry) was fantastic as usual with Badger 
member Johnny “No Cash” Daney serving up piles of tasty Shrimp, Mussels and Clams! We 
snuck out of Daytona early Saturday morning before the festivities for Bike Week got into full 
swing.

If you haven’t heard already, there’s this ride coming up called the “Pandemonium Ride” 
honoring the 70th anniversary of the Harley-Davidson Panhead. This event sponsored by the 
Badger Heritage and Wolverine Chapters is “all the buzz” across the AMCA. Tom Hinderholtz 
has done a fantastic job putting this together representing the Badgers! We have just short of 
50 riders committed already and by the sounds of it there’s going to be a bunch more signing 
up soon. If you haven’t already, get signed up as hotels will fill up quickly.

Also, the dates selected for this year’s “Badger Bash” (aka. Summer Picnic) & Badger Derby 
Chapter Ride is August 24th thru 26th. The Denny Stair family has again graciously extended 
the invite for us to use their beautiful farm to host our party. If you missed it last year, here’s 
your opportunity to enjoy a great weekend with your fellow Badgers! We have reassembled 
the committee from last year but we can always use more help so if you’re interested, please 
reach out to me and we’ll welcome you with open arms!

That’s all I have for you now, best of luck getting your old bikes on the road as the warmer 
weather approaches and we’ll see you at the Spring meeting on May 19th!

Ride safe,

Dan

Presidents Message
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4Many more photos on our club Facebook page

2018
Winter Dinner Dance

Knights of Columbus
West Allis, WI

January 13, 2018

Photos and Story by
Cathy Drexler

Did you ever attend a party with a theme...but nobody dressed up?  
A party with a great band…but nobody was dancing?  Then it wasn’t 
a Badger party!

When it comes to celebrations, this group has the spirit of a high 
school class at a pep rally.  The rockabilly costumes were fun, and 
it was nice to meet some new Badgers and greet friends who we 
hadn’t seen for a couple of cold months.

The business part of the meeting, as always, was well-organized and 
full of plans for good times throughout the year. The efforts of our 
governing board and many other members who volunteer their time 
and talents to make the Badgers a thriving club is impressive.

And then…the Cadillac Casanovas appeared.  “Do you think that’s 
really his hair?” was whispered at a few tables.  What a look and 
what a sound! And the middle aged “high school kids” showed that 
they still have the moves on the dance floor.                      Cathy Drexler
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2018
Winter Dinner Dance

Knights of Columbus
West Allis, WI

January 13, 2018

Photos and Story by
Steve Peters

Wow - what a night! The people were great! The food was great! The 
Music was Great! ...and I wasn’t the only one in a period costume!

This year’s edition of the Winter Dinner included a dance - just like 
they would have had back in the 1940’s - ‘50’s. We even had the 
event at the Knights of Columbus, just like they may have done 
back in the day - it couldn’t have been any better!

When the Rockabilly music began with the Cadillac Casanovas, the 
dancing started and continued until the band finished. During one 
of their breaks we were able to get a group shot of the Badgers still 
there. The photo shows about half of the 166 Badgers that were in 
attendance - a record number!

Thanks to Bill Rodencal, Chris Bilda, Ed Bieri and Larry Bilda for 
the idea and getting the evening organized. I’m sure everyone had 
a swell time!                                                                        Steve Peters
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2018
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Knights of Columbus
West Allis, WI

January 13, 2018

Photos by
Steve Peters
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Hey Badgers!

This year will be another Cannonball Run 
across the country and one of our own will 
be in it again!

In previous years Badgers Bill Rodencal, 
Doc Hopkins with Dawn Hamilton, and a new 
member at the time from Scotland - Harry 
Verkuil all participated in the ride. This year 
we will cheer on Chris Tribbey on his 1911 
Excelsior Auto Cycle with his crew - Team 
Effort 9. (see the first part of Chris’ story on 
page 9 in this issue)

It has been a very interesting and event filled couple of years for Chris as he prepares 
for the ride. I have been fortunate to be at some of the events with Chris’ Excelsior to 
see it come to life after sitting idle for many years. I’m sure we all wish Chris the best 
of luck later this year and I will certainly be on the edge of my seat as he travels on 
his 107 year old machine.

There was another time I was able to see some of the Cannonball as it passed through Wisconsin with the competitors on their way to the west 
coast. They all stopped at the Harley-Davidson Museum on September 9, 2012 and I was there to see all the bikes and riders. I’m not sure how 
many riders made it to Milwaukee, but I believe there were 17 Henderson’s in the group and what a sight it was to see that many in one place!

It was in the evening and started to get dark as they arrived, but that didn’t discour-
age the huge crowd that was there to welcome the riders and many stayed for a while 
to walk among the antique machines and talk with the riders. The next morning the 
riders were to head out to a lunch stop in Janesville, WI. That morning I rode my 
Sporty to the Double Tree Hotel in Milwaukee where the participants stayed the night 
before. I got there early to see them leave for the day. I rode the bike so I could park 
closer, but it proved to more advantageous as I decided to follow some of the riders 
for a little as they left the Milwaukee area.

There was a group of  
several Cannonballers 
ready to go with a small-
er group of newer bikes 
following, so this is 
when I decided to follow 
along. There were a few 
on new Indians and at 

one “S” curve during the ride out in the country, one of the Indians almost crashed 
right in front of me, but he was able to keep it upright and continued on.

After a while the group I was in dwindled to only three or four modern bikes and Matt 
Olsen on his 1928 H-D JD. Apparently Matt took a wrong turn and pulled off the side 
of the road into a small parking lot. After he figured out what he did wrong he took 
off in the opposite direction. Oddly, none of the other riders on their modern bikes 
that also stopped, left with Matt except me. I’m not sure what they were thinking, 
but I didn’t have a map of the route and I needed to follow Matt, so off I went as well.

For the next 30 minutes or so it was just me and Matt riding to the first fuel stop in Milton, WI. 
Along the way we came across the Australian couple that were also on the ride, Chris Knoop 
and Christina Hemphill. They were riding their 1925 Invincible JAP with the wicker sidecar. 
Chris was having trouble keeping it running so he flagged down Matt and I to help him by 
pushing it while he popped the clutch. We had a long slight hill that helped, but he just couldn’t 
get it to start. After one attempt Chris thanked us and Matt and I walked back to our bikes and 
then continued on.

We arrived at the gas stop just fine as there were several other bikes already there. I was plan-
ning to continue to Janesville, but my bike wasn’t running quite right, so I decided to head 
back home. The problem turned out to be a missing 
contact on one side of the points, but it still ran!

What a great day that was! Even though I was not officially in the Cannonball, I was able to participate 
for a short time as if I were on the ride. It is a memory I will never forget.

Take care and stay safe!

Steve Peters

From the Desk of the Newsletter Editor
Cannonball Endurance Run
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2018
Winter Ice Riding

with
Wade Mueller &
Cathy Drexler

Lowell, WI
1/20/18 & 2/3/18

Photos and Story by
Cathy Drexler

By recent Wisconsin winter standards, this has been a “real winter”, 
and with it came several get-togethers at our farm in Dodge County 
for some ice riding on the Beaver Dam River.

Wade’s formula for the day of ice riding:  Hope for reasonable weath-
er conditions and solid ice, ideally without much snow cover.  Our 
friend Russ creates a track with his “Zamboni”.  Get the 2 Honda 
XR100’s through the cattail marsh and onto the track.  Ride, ride, 
ride, wipe out, ride, ride, ride.  Watch as other people take their turns 
to ride & slide. Adjust layers of clothing.  Break for lunch in the heat-
ed barn & enjoy a beer & some laughs.  Repeat during the afternoon.

Badgers are always welcome at these events, which, understand-
ably, are not planned much in advance since the ice conditions can’t 
be predicted much ahead of time. This year we had it a LOT better 
than the snowmobilers did & we made the most of it.  Hope to see 
you on the ice next winter!                 
                                                                                                    Cathy Drexler

Many more photos on our club Facebook page
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2018
Winter Ice Riding

with
Wade Mueller &
Cathy Drexler

Lowell, WI
1/20/18 & 2/3/18

Photos and Story by
Steve Peters

I have been participating in the ice riding at Wade and Cathy’s place 
the last few years and it can’t be any more fun!  When the conditions 
are just right, Wade decides that it is time and he hauls out the two 
bikes, the four wheeler and heads over to the river to prepare a small 
track on the ice.

A small group of friends gather at the barn or river and jump on the 
two bikes when they feel they are ready. I had never done this before 
doing it there and I never thought I would enjoy riding a motorcycle in 
the winter as much as I do on the ice. Being able to lean way over tak-
ing the corners as fast as I can is a real thrill! Also, if you happen to 
fall, it’s only a foot or so and you don’t get injured sliding on the ice.

I have always had the thought that one does not get better at some-
thing, unless one pushes beyond ones current ability. So, in other 
words, go hard and fall - next time you might not fall. I can’t wait until 
next year!             
                                                                                               Steve Peters

Many more photos on our club Facebook page
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Fisheye Follies  

It is my pleasure to pres-
ent another round of pics 
from my GoPro.  It has 
been so fun going back 
and viewing images that I 
have captured through the 
years while rolling with my 
fellow Badgers! See you all 
soon as spring is in the air.                  
Jon    

Dan K., Tribbey awards ‘15 Christopher B. Derby ‘16

Dave H. Wild Ones ‘15 Jon, Josh riding post Tony H. picnic ‘16

Josh R. ‘16 Kevin K. Derby ‘16
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Visit our website - badgerheritage.com
Follow us on Facebook

Badger Heritage Chapter - AMCA
Visit our You Tube channel

Badger Heritage Chapter - AMCA

Aermacchi
Harley-Davidson
Motorcycle Parts

sprintmotoparts@gmail.com
peters-design.com

Steve Peters


Open Friday’s - 4 pm to 9pm - 25¢ Pool
2900 South 13th Street, Milwaukee, WI 53215

Find us on Facebook - Nick’s Anvil Inn

Badgers
Chris & Nancy Tribbey

Welcome You To
Their Friendly Place!Anvil InnAnvil Inn

NICK’SNICK’S

badgerheritage.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/214671495248777/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/214671495248777/
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdNmg9Eyl6ABo8sCU9xsUeg/videos%3Fflow%3Dgrid%26live_view%3D500%26sort%3Ddd%26view%3D0
http://badgerheritage.com/index.htm
mailto:jdo2924%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:chiefcrankcase%40yahoo.com?subject=
http://peters-design.com/index_files/Page3323.htm
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Team Effort 9 - Cannonball 2018 - Part 1

Cannonball Dreaming…

Since the first Cannonball in 2010, and following Bill Rodencal’s adventure, I was intrigued at 
this event and all of the preparation needed. After the Cannonball ride was done in 2010, I at-
tended the Museum’s event where Bill had a great social presentation/discussion surround-
ing his experience. I was now even more intrigued. But I did not have a bike that was 100+ 

years old (the rules for the 2010 
ride). So I started to look and do re-
search on finding a bike that old. I 
also was looking in Germany where 
I have many motorcycle enthusiast 
friends. Everything I came across was “cost prohibitive” for 
me. But the dream was still floating around in my head.

Fast forward to 2012: The Cannonball rules were announced 
and now the age of the bikes was 1929 or earlier. Ah ha! I now 
might have a better shot at finding a bike. So I focused my 
search on a 1929 DL (45 cu. in., made from 1929-1931). After 
searching hi and lo, I was still hitting roadblocks. No such 
luck…again the dream was still floating in my head.

So now 2014 rolls around and the rules have yet again changed; 
bikes could be up to a 1936 model year. OK, I am back in the 
search for a bike. But now I could enlarge my search to DL 
and RL (45 cu. in., made from 1932-1936) models. I was fol-

lowing up on leads and attending Mecum auctions looking for 
the “right” bike. Along the way I came across a 1947 WL at the 
right price and right time. I could not pass it up, so I bought 
this bike (which I still have). However now the “bike fund” was 
depleted, and again the Cannonball dream was still in my head. 

As fate would have it, in late 2015 I received a phone call from 
a good friend, artist, and Harley enthusiast Paul Smith and he 
told me about a bike a friend of his had for sale. He did not 
know much about the bike and told the seller I was the guy 
to buy her bike. It was an estate sale and the family was sell-
ing “grandpa’s old motorcycle”. So I called the seller, Kath-
ie, and we hit it off. As part of the “interview” process, Kathie 
came to my garage to see my projects and how I approached 
restoration projects. The bike was her grandfather’s and he 
bought it new. A 1911 Excelsior, single cylinder, belt drive. I 
looked at the bike in central Illinois (where it was stored), and 
a few months later brought it home. It was rough and needed major work. I promised Kathie I would do my best to get 

the bike running again, and if accepted into the Cannonball 
event, would compete. The Cannon-
ball “dream” was now materializing! 

My restoration began in Jan 2016 and 
was completed in October 2017 when 
I was able to put 10 miles on the ma-
chine in the stadium parking lots. I 
applied for the Cannonball event and 
was selected to compete. The dream 
had come true! 

                                         Chris Tribbey

Follow Chris’ Cannonball effort here: 
christribbeyblog.com
Click on the Team Effort 9 logo to go to Chris’ blog

Original Bike and Owner

Badger Chris Tribbey

https://christribbeyblog.com/
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2018 Flat Out Friday Races
Milwaukee, WI - February 23, 2018

Story by Dan Riedel and Photos bt Jeff Hill

Photo by Jeff HillPhoto by Jeff Hill

Photo by Jeff Hill

This year marked the 2nd year that Badger members along with their 
guests attended the Mama Tried Flat out Friday Race in February.  
Last year we had  23 attend and this year we had 83 Badgers, guests, 
and dare I say even some future Badgers! 

Our seats same as last year were in turn 2 and we almost took over the 
full lower section of 218.  With seats like those and sitting next to the 
track entrance there was non stop action the entire evening.  We were 
especially loud when 2 new Badger Heritage Members Wes and Leah 
Orloff took to the track for their respective races. With many catching 
a fish fry before the race and all the time to and catch up and talk on 
a February winters night and watch some great races, Flat Out Friday 
was Flat Out Awesome! 
 
Keep your ears peeled for future announcements as if group tickets 
are available again for next year’s event we will plan on going!  See 
you all with 2 wheels or in some cases 3 on the ground soon.
                                                                                                          Dan Riedel  
Special thanks to Jeff Hill for the pictures.

Photo by Jeff Hill

Photo by Jeff Hill Photo by Jeff Hill
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2018 Mama Tried Motorcycle Show
Milwaukee, WI - February 23-25, 2018
Photos and Story by Cathy Drexler

This year the Badger clan gathered for a Friday night fish fry 
at Kokopelli’s in West Allis before heading over to Flat Out Fri-
day.  Although I had to work that evening, it was fun to see how 
excited everyone was to see the racing. Wade said the event 
“took it to a new level” this year in terms of the racing, and I 
vicariously enjoyed his account of Friday night’s happenings.

Saturday was pretty chilly, making me wonder if, miraculously, 
there might be ice for Sunday. New venue, the Eagles Club/
Rave, which brought back memories of attending concerts 
there over the years (last one 20 years ago!).  As always, a 
wonderful gathering of bikes. This year Wade brought the 
1971 Sportster and a 1903 Clement. Alongside the old bikes 
(the oldest I saw was John Koller’s 1902 of unknown make) 
were a couple of Harley-Davidson 2018’s…spanning many 
years of great riding & restoration.
                                                                                  Cathy Drexler
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2018 Mama Tried Motorcycle Show
Milwaukee, WI - February 23-25, 2018

Photos by Jeff Hill
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Upcoming Motorcycle Events in 2018
Bike Night at Motor - Milwaukee, WI - Harley-Davidson Museum

Every Thursday from the middle of May through September. Some Badgers are usually there every Thursday.

Quaker Steak & Lube — New Berlin, WI
Every Wednesday from the middle of May through September Some Badgers are usually there every Wednesday.

Crusin’ the Grove - Elm Grove, WI
Car and bike show every 2nd and 4th Monday - June, July, & August - 5pm to dusk behind the Silver Spur.

Badger Heritage Night, Monday, June 11, 2018 - 5pm to Dark - On street car and bike show - Sunday, August 5, 2018 - 10am to 2pm. 

Perkiomen Chapter National Meet  - Oley, PA - April 27-28, 2018

Slimey Crud Run - Pine Bluff, WI - Sunday, May 6 and Sunday, October 7, 2018
The Crud Run meanders across the scenic Wisconsin River valley from Pine Bluff in Dane county to Leland in Sauk County. The 
distance between the villages is less than 30 miles in a straight line, but the road mileage can vary from about 70 to, well, who 

knows? No specific route is prescribed, so the best way to go depends entirely on your imagination.

Southern National Meet - Denton, NC - May 18-20, 2018

Club Spring Meeting, Kenosha, WI - Saturday, May 19, 2018— 12pm
Ken and Rhonda Rottmann’s Home - 2012 52nd St. Kenosha, WI 53140  - (847) 746-3513   Fun, Food and Beverages.

See the meeting flyer in this newsletter.

Bikes at the Bern - Old Falls Village — Menomonee Falls, WI - Saturday, June 2, 2018
Join Jon Davidson Oeflein and the Badger Heritage Chapter as we participate in the days activities.

Brewtown Rumble - Milwaukee, WI - Sunday, June 3, 2018 - 11am to 5pm
Fuel Cafe - 630 South 5th Street , Milwaukee, WI 53204

4th Annual Vintage Motorcycle Show and Street Festival. Presented by the Badger Heritage Chapter and Royal Enfield.

Rockerbox Motofest - Elkhart Lake, WI - Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, June 8-10, 2018
The 15th annual motorcycle show and party featuring an eclectic mix of vintage café racers, choppers, sport bikes, racing ma-

chines, supermotos, scooters, and sidecars. Friday, Saturday and Sunday the on-track activities feature vintage racing
motorcycles from the 1920s to the early 70s and vintage super-bikes from the 70s and 80s.

Hudson Valley Chapter National Road Run - Round Top, NY - June 10-13, 2018

Viking Chapter National Meet - St. Paul, MN - June 15-16, 2018

Fort Sutter Chapter National Meet - Dixon, CA - June 15-16, 2018

Rhinebeck Regional Meet - Rhinebeck, NY - June 15-16, 2018
 

Badger Heritage Vintage Field Games - 10th Annual - Milwaukee, WI - The Harley-Davidson Museum - Saturday, July 14, 2018
During the ‘Wild-Ones Weekend’ at the museum. The WORLD FAMOUS Badger Heritage Vintage Motorcycle Field Games and 
Knucklehead Reunion! It’s bigger every year - we always need volunteers to run their old bikes and help with the activities.

36th Annual AMCA National Meet — Wauseon, OH - Fulton County Fairgrounds Friday, Saturday & Sunday, July 20–22, 2018 
Celebrating “My First Motorcycle” this year. Swap meet, races, show bikes and much more! Many Badgers will be there!

Oregon Trail Chapter National Road Run - Cottage Grove, OR - July 26-28, 2108

Yankee Chapter National Meet  - Terryville, CT - August 3-4, 2018

Badger Derby / Badger Bash - Sullivan, WI - Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, August 24-26, 2018
The Badger Bash will be part of the Badger Derby at Badger Denny Stair’s place in Sullivan, WI. - Look for more details to come.

47th Annual Davenport Fall International Meet - Davenport, IA
Mississippi Valley Fairgrounds Thursday to Sunday, August 30, to September 1, 2018

Swap meet, races, show bikes and much more! Many Badgers will be there!

Driftless Chapter National Road Run - Onalaska, WI - September 4-6, 2018

Black Hills Chapter National Road Run - Deadwood, SD - September 12-14, 2018

Chesapeake Chapter National Meet - Jefferson, PA - September 28-29, 2018

Club Fall Meeting
Location and date to be determined. Fun, Food and Beverages. See the meeting flyer in a future newsletter.
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Badger Heritage Small MC Logo Patch
4-1/2” Wide - Embroidered in 4 Colors

Only $5.00 each

Perfect for Shirts, Jackets, Hats, etc.
Contact Steve Peters

Representing Hagerty  
and many other  

fine insurance companies! 

Contact Dan Riedel 
262.789.2500 

www.wolleranger.com 
driedel@wolleranger.com 

Elm Grove, WI 

Not only do we insure  
classics… we ride ‘em! 

“Ask me about 
Guaranteed Value 

(agreed value) 
coverage  

for your bike!” 

President - Dan Krause - daniel.d.krause@gmail.com   (262) 825-7909
Vice-President - Jon Davidson Oeflein - jdo2924@yahoo.com   (262) 388-0022
Secretary - Josh Richardson - joshuairichardson@gmail.com   (414) 429-2817   

Treasurer - Christopher Bilda - unclespilly@aol.com 
Newsletter Editor/Merchandise Manager - Steve Peters - spetersdesign@gmail.com   (414) 327-2888  

mailto:williesrrservice%40charter.net?subject=
mailto:daniel.d.krause@gmail.com
mailto:jdo2924@yahoo.com
mailto:joshuairichardson@gmail.com
mailto:unclespilly@aol.com
mailto:spetersdesign@gmail.com
mailto:spetersdesign%40gmail.com?subject=Logo%20Patch
mailto:electricarcher%40gmail.com?subject=
http://auto-gem.com/store/

